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We acknowledge the Awabakal People – the first custodians of this land
Term 3 Issue 14 14th July 2021
Office hours:
Monday-Thursday 8:15am-3:30pm
Friday 8:15-3pm

Upcoming Events
For more events please refer to our
Community Calendar on Compass

July
Week 2
Monday 19th
State Netball (Mon-Wed) POSTPONED
Stage 3 Excursion to Cockatoo
Island - POSTPONED
Tuesday 20th
Todd Woodbridge Tennis Cup
Thursday 22nd
Stage 3 to ASPIRE at Civic Theatre
– POSTPONED
Week 3
Wednesday 28th
Diocesan Athletics Carnival
Friday 30th
Schools Tree Day
10:15am Band Concert in hall –
POSTPONED

August

Week 4
Tuesday 3rd
P&F meeting at 6pm

Jesus called the twelve disciples together and sent them out two
by two. “Don’t take anything with you except a staff. No bread, no
money, no extra shirt. Wherever you are welcomed, stay in the
same house until you leave that town. If people do not welcome or
listen to you, leave that town and shake the dust off your feet.” So
they went and preached, drove out many demons, and healed
many sick.
Holy Spirit
Fill us with courage to follow in the disciple’s footsteps.
Give us the faith to live by your grace.
Amen
Dear Parents and Carers
Late last term I had the privilege of participating in a three-day Connecting to
Country program with 40 other educators from the Lake Macquarie region. We
were warmly welcomed and encouraged to share our stories and to learn from
some of the local Awabakal Elders, who told us some Dreaming stories from
around the Lake, and described the more recent events which have shaped
their lives and families. It was a thought-provoking, warm and uplifting program,
which helped me to understand that Country is more than land; it is family,
traditions, stories, ceremony, language and kinship. We build these connections
to Country by caring for each other and the environment around us, by
honouring traditions, protecting language and celebrating cultural heritage.
The 4th - 11th of July was NAIDOC Week: a nation-wide celebration of
Aboriginal history, art, language and culture. It began in the 1930s as a day of
mourning, but over time it has evolved into a celebration that recognises the
history, culture and amazing achievements of Australia’s First Nations people,
who make such a rich and vibrant contribution to modern society and our
identity as Australians. The theme for NAIDOC Week 2021 is Heal Country! —
a call to work together to recognise, protect, and maintain all aspects of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture and heritage.
At St Mary’s we will be celebrating
NAIDOC Week through stories,
songs, art and games. I often notice
how well children accept each
other’s differences, to find common
ground on which they can play and
have fun together. Using their
example, together we can Heal
Country.
Megan Bloxom
Aboriginal Education Teacher
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Catholic Faith
On Monday the staff of St Mary's participated in a diocesan spirituality day, 'Faith, Reason and Miracles', with
Professor Michael Dennin. This day explored how science and faith can form a unified vision of our world.
"Science and religion are two windows that people look through, trying to understand the big universe outside,
trying to understand why we are here. The two windows give us different views, but they look out at the same
universe. Both views are one-sided, neither is complete. Both leave out essential features of the real world. And
both are worthy of respect.” Formation Material, MN Diocese.
It was a great day of personal reflection and group discussion, and we thank the Diocesan Religious Education
and Spirituality Team for facilitating this opportunity to deepen our faith.
We thank all parents and carers, too, for making alternative arrangements for your children on this day to enable
our staff to participate in this important faith formation, which makes us better able to partner with you to guide
the faith of your children.
The Mini Vinnies Winter Appeal raffle at the end of last term was
a great success, with over $1500 being raised for our local
community. Thank you to all who purchased tickets in this raffle.
Congratulations to Micah Goodall 4G on winning the Nintendo
Switch!
Welcome to the following families that have joined us at St Mary’s
this term:
The Tohala family (Jood KG and Taym 2G)
The Mujic family (Zane KG)
The Mansfield family (Priya 1B and Naresh 5B)
The McLeod family (Halle 1B)
Welcome to Patrick Mayers who is completing his university internship in 2 Blue this term.
Our sincere sympathy to the Wasiak family (Joshua and Samuel) on the recent death of their cousin.

Learning
Year One and Year Two students were happy to get out of the house and see their friends this week back at
school. With many holiday plans having to be changed, we are all feeling grateful that we are currently able to
learn at school. It has been a great start to the term with new students joining our classes. We would like to
welcome Priya, Taym and Halle into Stage One. Another new addition to our classrooms this term is Mr
Patrick Mayers who is completing his final internship in 2 Gold with Mrs Breen. We are sure he will have a
great time and learn many new things.
So far this week we’ve got to experience an incursion in the
hall about a wondrous adventure in space. The children were
engaged and enjoyed listening to the Aboriginal Dreamtime
stories about some local environments and how constellations
were named.
This week we will also be setting our new learning and social
goals for the term and getting excited to play on our new
imaginary playground which will be opening soon. So many
things to look forward to this term!
Stage One Teachers
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Wellbeing
We are continuing our wellbeing focus on learning dispositions. So far,
we have looked at being a motivated, respectful, persistent, resilient,
collaborative, creative, reflective and curious learner. All these skills
are necessary for children to ensure they get the most learning out of
their time in the classroom.
Our next disposition focus is being a flexible learner. This involves using
multiple strategies to get out of the learning pit.

Awards
Principal:
Madeline Frendo (2 Blue) Andre Dimovski (2 Gold) Ruby Ciarrocchi, Maykaylah Grady (3 Gold)
Jasmin Diu (4 Gold) Caitlyn Skinner (5 Gold)

Merit:
Zali Dennis, Ernest Hilleary, Octavia Hull, Eleanor Mather (K Blue) Luii Afa, Freya Crake, Patrick
Reinhard, Grace Seaman (K Gold) Coen Burnett (1 Blue) Evelyn Gillies (2 Blue) Skyla Holstein,
Indie Sams, William Yapp (2 Gold) Kaelee Arthur, Harper Kent (3 Gold) Edie Araujo (4 Gold)
You Can Do It!:
Sailor Grintell (K Blue) Mason Jenkinson (K Gold) Henry Costley (1 Blue) Isla Worrad (1 Gold) Jade
Scott (2 Blue) Taj Gleeson (2 Gold) Ivy Harris (3 Blue) Kaelee Arthur (3 Gold) Arlia Waldron (4 Blue)
Kaley Harris (4 Gold) Olivia Matthews (5 Blue) Layla Ong (5 Gold) Joshua Fuller (6 Blue) Lachlan
Willmore (6 Gold)
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Disclaimer
Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this newsletter are placed by independent third parties who
have no legal relationship with the Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or
controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to endorse the advertisers or the services
provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any
responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements.
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